Discrepant oral and written spelling after left hemisphere tumour.
Repetition, reading, confrontation naming, and oral and written spelling were studied in a 57 year-old man with a left hemisphere tumour. These tasks were repeated over a period of two weeks when the patient was being treated for brain oedema prior and subsequent to neurosurgical intervention. In the context of intact repetition and good reading, the most striking finding was a significant qualitative and quantitative discrepancy between oral and written spelling, with the latter task more severely affected. The pattern on oral spelling was that of lexical (or surface) agraphia. On written output, however, orthographic errors predominated. The relatively greater impairment of written spelling was not secondary to a motoric or visuo-spatial deficit. The observed patterns are not easily accommodated by current models of writing.